
Cable Car Cinema & Cafe
204 South Main St     401-272-3970     
www.cablecarcinema.com
$

Café Choklad
2 Thomas St     401-383-4764
Open 8am to 5pm M–S     
$

Harry’s Bar and Burger
121 North Main St     401-228-7437     
Open for lunch and dinner M–S
www.harrysbarburger.com 
$$

Hemenway’s Seafood Grill and Oyster Bar
121 South Main St     401-351-8570
Open for lunch and dinner M–Su
www.hemenwaysrestaurant.com
$$$  

Luxe Burger Bar
5 Memorial Boulevard     401-621-5893
Open for lunch, dinner and late M–Su.
www.luxeburgerbar.com
$$

McCormick & Schmick’s
11 Dorrance St     401-351-4500
Open for breakfast, lunch and dinner M–Su     
www.mccormickandschmicks.com 
$$$

AREA RESTAURANTS 
FOR SATURDAY LUNCH
Additional area restaurants open for dinner available at
makeitbetter.risd.edu/directions-information

The Met (RISD Dining)  
Metcalf Refectory
(Waterman St just east of Benefit St)
$

Parkside Rotisserie & Bar
76 South Main St     401-331-0003
Open 3/12 for lunch for symposium
Open for dinner M–Su
www.parksideprovidence.com
$$

Plan Bean
128 North Main St     401-751-0059
Deli and café style food. 
Open for breakfast, lunch and dinner M–Su
www.planbeanri.com
$

Portfolio Cafe (RISD Dining) 
15 West
(Memorial Blvd and Westminster St.)
$

Tazza Caffe
250 Westminster St     401-421-3300
Open for breakfast, lunch and dinner M–Su
www.tazzacaffe.com
$$

Morning refreshments 
donated by Whole Foods
Market Catering

Visit us on the web:  makeitbetter.risd.edu

Supported by a grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Presented by Rhode Island School of Design

A SYMPOSIUM 

ON ART, DESIGN,

AND THE FUTURE

OF HEALTHCARE



FRIDAY, MARCH 11

2:00 —————— 5:00 pm

Registration Open

3:30 ——– 4:45 pm

Welcoming Remarks

–––   Jessie Shefrin provost, risd

Start Here: RISD Students Make It Better

–––   Soaib Grewal undergraduate student in industrial design

–––   Emily Sara Wilson graduate student in graphic design

–––   Andy Chen graduate student in graphic design

–––   Jessica Fanning graduate student in interior architecture

–––   Andreas Nicholas undergraduate student in film/animation/video  
discussion leader

5:00 ————— 7:30 pm

Welcoming Remarks

–––   John Maeda president, risd

Keynote Addresses

–––   Donna Garland associate director for communication, 
centers for disease control and prevention 

–––   Dr. Howard Koh assistant secretary for health, 
us department of health and human services

please note:
All speakers and schedule are subject to change.

SATURDAY, MARCH 12

8:00 —————————————————— 5:00 pm

Registration Open 

8:30 ——– 9:45 am

Keynote  –  Mel Chin artist

9:45 – 10:00 am

Break

10:00 ——— 11:30 am

PUBLIC PRACTICES: ARTISTS, DESIGNERS, AND HEALTH ACTIVISM

Moderated by Deborah Bright dean of fine arts, risd

What are the forms of practice that enable artists and designers to engage with health 
and healthcare beyond conventional disciplinary models and narrow instrumentality? 
How can artists and designers contribute to a broad public conversation on health as a 
complex medical, economic, political, cultural, and ethical question? The fundamental 
challenges we confront today demand these new approaches to practice and collabora-
tion. Perhaps a new activism is emerging that can re-frame public discourse on health, 
wellness, and the body, and contribute to fundamental change in institutions, public 
policy, and everyday culture.

–––  Amale Andraos partner, work architecture company 
–––  Damon Rich founder, center for urban pedagogy 
       and urban designer for the city of newark, nj 
–––  Claire Pentecost artist 
–––  Darell Hammond ceo, kaboom!

11:30 ——– 12:45 pm

Lunch (on own, see list of recommended restaurants)

12:45 —— 1:45 pm

Presentations: RISD in Collaboration

–––   Kelli Auerbach former lecturer, english department  
with Dr. Jay Baruch brown university medical school 

–––   Kelly Dobson assistant professor and interim head, digital media 
–––  Khipra Nichols associate professor, industrial design 
–––  Lindsay Kinkade critic, graphic design 
–––  Susan Doyle professor, illustration 

1:45 —— 2:45 pm

Keynote  –  Dr. Raynard Kington president, grinnell college 

2:45 ——– 4:00 pm

NEW MODELS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR ART AND DESIGN RESEARCH 

Moderated by Charlie Cannon associate professor, industrial design, risd 

Art and design reframes our understanding of the world, its functions and its forms, 
and generates fresh perspectives and experiences. How do artists and designers – 
with their specific skills, practices, and peculiarities – interface and interact with 
traditional models of research to create new forms of knowledge, as well as prod-
ucts, systems, and processes that are humane, responsible, and cultural? These 
collaborations also have the potential to productively disrupt and transform creative 
practices by asking them to be more engaged, relevant, and accountable. Bring-
ing these distinct research cultures together will support innovative thinking about 
health and a renewed social agency for art and design.

–––  Sara Diamond president, ocad university 
–––  Sarah Goldhagen architecture critic, the new republic 
–––  Aidan Petrie co-founder and chief innovation officer, ximedica 
–––   Dr. Jeremy Nobel adjunct faculty in health policy and management  

at the harvard school of public health, founder  
and president of the foundation for art and healing

4:00 — 4:30 pm

Break 

4:30 ——— 6:00 pm

PUBLIC ADDRESS: RETHINKING HEALTH EDUCATION AND PARTICIPATION 

Moderated by Ann Tate professor, architecture, risd

We live in a consumer culture overwhelmed with marketing and misinformation, 
and a toxic built environment designed with little regard for health. Despite some 
victories, conventional health messaging and education campaigns have generally 
met with very limited success. How can artists and designers help develop stronger, 
more effective models for sharing health information and promoting healthy living 
as a normal part of everyday life, and create a supportive built and social environ-
ment? How can artists and designers help patients and doctors manage complex 
protocols and practices, and support patients in their efforts to be informed and 
active decision-makers and collaborators in their own care? How can we understand 
health as a shared, collective responsibility and not just as a matter of personal 
agency and responsibility? 

–––  Alexandra Drane president and co-founder, eliza corp. 
–––   Pam Wescott director of patient perspectives and evaluation,  

foundation for informed medical decision making 
–––   Benjamin Sawyer president, digital mill; co-founder, games for health;  

co-director, serious games initiative 
–––  Natalie Jeremijenko artist 

6:00 —— 7:00 pm 

Concluding Keynote  –  Sara Diamond president, ocad university


